Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

1-25-1973

Evangelical Visitor - January 25, 1973 Vol. LXXXVI. No. 2.
John E. Zercher

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2191
Recommended Citation
Zercher, John E., "Evangelical Visitor - January 25, 1973 Vol. LXXXVI. No. 2." (1973). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 2191.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2191

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

£ vcutq ellcai

VISITOR

January 25,1973

CONTENTS
Editorial

Demonstration and Proclamation

3

What Do You Do With a Burden?
Leighton Ford

4

Peace and Evangelism
John K. Stoner

5

On the Cross-'-a poem
Dave White

6

Flood and Brotherhood

6

Simon Lehman, Jr.
Letters to the Editor
Religious News
Cloaks, Books, and Parchments
William Hoke
Bihar News Briefs
Harvey and Erma Sider

6
7
8
9

The Poor Woman and the Rich Volunteer
Rodney Peters

10

John Wesley, A Man for Our Times

11

Howard A. Snyder
Creative Arts Contest
Church News
Between Brethren
A Goodly Heritage (Harvey Lauver)

13
14

The name of Wesley is familiar in Brethren in Christ
history and theology. The teaching of holiness, which
found its way into our fellowship late in the nineteenth
century, is in a direct line to the emphasis of John
Wesley. We are probably more familiar with the name
than we are the man. In an effort to correct this lack we
include in this issue (page eleven) an article "John
Wesley, a Man for Our Times." I believe that we will be
amazed to learn of the breadth and depth of this father
of Methodism—and how up-to-date he is.
One of our older ministers shares with the readership a
concern in our "Between Brethren" feature. This is
exactly the intent of this feature and we welcome Brother
Harvey Lauver to our pages.

EFFICIENCY RATINGS
Take note on the efficiency ratings of aid programs:
When you give $100 to help other people, it costs
$300 to deliver that $100 worth of aid through
Federal channels . . . $27 to deliver the same
amount through voluntary charities . . . and $8 to
deliver it through the church . . . (from statistics
compiled for the Better Business Bureau by the
National Association of Life Underwriters in
Washington, D.C.)
Correction: We failed to include a credit line with the
article entitled "Does the Church Suffer an 'Edifice
Complex'?" which appeared in the November 25 issue.
This article was a reprint from World Vision. It was
copyrighted by World Vision and used by permission.
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From the Editor
One of the marks of great preaching is its profound
simplicity—the ability to make a great truth seem so
obvious one wonders why he had not seen it before. Well,
the short article on page two by Leighton Ford comes
close to doing just that. We are pleased to share this with
the Visitor audience.
John Stoner raises an interesting and crucial question
when he asks "Why then are there so few evangelists who
are nonresistant, and so few who are nonresistant
identified as evangelists?" In his article "Peace and
Evangelism" he points out that this is a non-biblical
separation.
We have had opportunity in recent years to put our
claim to brotherhood to the test. The fire at Niagara
Christian College in the Spring of 1971; the flood in the
eastern states in the' early summer of 1972 and now the
earthquake in Nicaragua in recent weeks all have given
us an opportunity to make brotherhood more than a
word. Simon Lehman, Jr., chairman of the Board for
Benevolence, reports in this issue on the church's
response to the flood loss (see page six).
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Editorial
(GUEST)

Demonstration and Proclamation
I remember hearing Clarence Jordan tell how before
he could talk about the superiority of certain argicultural
procedures and products to those he sought to help he
had to demonstrate their superiority. He had to take time
to prove that hybrids and certain preparations of the soil
were better than the old seed and soil.
This same procedure was true of Jesus. He was many
times asked to describe what He had demonstrated.
What He preached was preceded by practice.
Also the early church and the church since then at
every period of vital evangelistic work, became a
powerful witness when it demonstrated, then proclaimed.
And the proclamation often came at the invitation of the
enemies of the cause. "How do you do these things?"
"Where do you get your authority?" "Tell us why you
live the way you do." These questions arise from the
unbelievers where the Christ life is really lived.
Today's Christians too often are proclaiming plenty.
There is no lack of words. However, when approached
about how the gospel works out in daily experience it is
difficult. Excuses or a cheap grace are offered. When
people ask us how it works we would be more honest to
say, "Well, you know this is the kind of life-style I believe
Christ calls us to, but I guess I never really committed
myself to it." "This is what salvation means, but some
sins I haven't allowed Christ to save me from." "My
works aren't where my words are."
When we demonstrate by our lives the work of God,
people will no doubt turn to us and ask the same
questions they asked of Christ and the early disciples,
"Why do you do this?" "By what authority do you say
this?" "Tell us why you live the life you do." When such
questions come, then the opportunities to share the
gospel will be everywhere. And when demonstration is
practiced first, then proclamation will be powerful. And
not until then.
Without a doubt the most basic question of the church,
if it is to do evangelism, is: Will it first demonstrate the
gospel? This means that in the days ahead the church
itself will need to "go the way" and "show the way."
People went not only to hear but to see. People are
accustomed, particularly in our day, to having a product
demonstrated. They expect a trial period for a worthy
product. So also if Christianity is worth anything it must
demonstrate reality.
Bruce Larson, in one of his books, tells how his son
came home from summer camp. During camp he
accepted Christ as his Savior and Lord. "Dad," he said,
"I didn't hear one thing at camp I haven't heard before.
But I met some people who were for real."
That's a good insight. And if our evangelism is to be
for real, then we must be for real. Before we talk of peace
and forgiveness we must demonstrate the way of peace
and forgiveness. Before we talk of love and reconciliation
we must make love and reconciliation visible. Before we
can hope to persuade people that Christ came to redeem
January 25,1973

us from sin and self and the tyranny of things we must
demonstrate our own freedom from such.
If Key 73 or any other evangelistic effort is to be
effective, demonstration must precede proclamation.
May God hasten the day when the pagans will again
come to Christians with questions because of what they
see in a life they cannot understand, yet know it to be
more real and rich than their own. When God's people
live so people begin asking questions, it's rather sure also
that God's people will be better able to give some
answers.
John Drescher
f
Gospel Herald

Redeeming the Time

Have you not been amazed at how much some people
are able to accomplish in their lifetime while others seem
to get so little done? Have you considered what might be
the secret of such unusual accomplishments?
There was Charles H. Spurgeon for example, often
called "the prince of preachers," who prepared, preached
and published 3,517 separate sermons during his lifetime.
The "secret" in his case might be that one of the dozen
books which he read and re-read all his life was "The Improvement of Time," by John Foster. He took to heart
the admonition ascribed to Moses in Psalm 90:12,
"Teach us so to count our days, that we may take it to
heart" (Moffatt).
We have a dear friend, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, who has
produced at least forty volumes of Biblical comment and
inspiration that have enriched the Christian community.
Now in his 78th year, he might be expected to "take it
easy" and enjoy a period of well-deserved leisure. But he
doesn't feel inclined to slow up in his literary activities.
He realizes that his days of writing are numbered. In
spite of painful arthritis and other ailments he continues
day after day and month after month with his rigid
schedule of Biblical research and writing, in addition to a
teaching and preaching program, "redeeming the time"
as Paul admonished the Ephesians, rather than
squandering it as so many of his contemporaries are
doing.
Others are "taking to heart" the admonition of Moses
and Paul, "redeeming the time" by hiding God's Word in
their hearts and sharing it with others, seeking to win as
many as possible to Christ before "the night cometh
when no man can work."
We should greet each new day (and year) as a gift from
our loving heavenly Father — a "day which the Lord
hath made," in which we should not only "rejoice and be
glad in it," but dedicate the moments and hours to the
accomplishment of some worthwhile activity for Him.
Roy A. Thompson

Leighton Ford
[~\URING this election year politicians have been
trying to find out what are the major worries of the
man on the street. Taxes? Crime? War?
According to a Yale psychiatrist, the worries which
lead to despondency are much more personal. Dr.
Eugene Paykel asked 373 people to rate the events that
would upset them most. Heading the list were: the death
of a loved one; going to jail; an unfaithful spouse;
financial difficulty; separation; divorce; unwanted
pregnancy; and major illness.
Most people carry some burden. Perhaps your heart is
aching and you say: "What can I do with this burden?"
The Bible gives a three-part answer. Psalm 55:22 tells
us, "Cast your burden on the Lord and He will sustain
you." Galatians 6:2 says, "Bear one another's burdens
and so fulfil the law of Christ." And Galatians 6:5 says,
"Each man must bear his own burden."
Divine Dependability
Three apparently contradictory statements! Yet taken
together they add up beautifully to God's prescription for
a burdened heart. First, there is the principle of divine
dependability. Psalm 55 was written by a man who was
crushed by life. Out of trouble, betrayal, a broken heart,
with no way out, the Psalmist turns to God and says,
"Give your burdens to the Lord. He will carry them."
This is the principle of divine dependability: God cares.
In your affliction, He is afflicted. Turn your burden over
to Him and leave it there. When a man loses everything
but God, he finds that God is enough!
Mutual Charity
The second principle is that of mutual charity. Some
people so over-spiritualize everything they believe that 'if
you have the Lord you don't need anyone else. You can
make it all on your own!' They overlook the fact that,
often the way God carries our burdens is through other
people. The basic law of the Christian life — Jesus' New
Leighton Ford is an associate evangelist with the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association. This is a condensation of a recent sermon on
The Hour of Decision radio program.
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Commandment — is "Love one another." We carry out
that law of love as we bear each other's burdens.
But we can't bear one another's burdens unless we
know one another's burdens. Too little sharing of this
kind takes place among Christians. Sometimes our
churches are so impersonal that people come, sit through
a service or class and never have a place where they can
unburden their hearts. We've also tried to hide the fact
that Christians have problems, too. We need to be honest
enough to tell a brother or sister. James says, "Confess
your sins one to another and pray for one another"
(James 5:16). Perhaps you're carrying around a burden
that you haven't shared with someone else. But how can
they help unless you share?
To develop this spirit of mutual charity with our
brothers and sisters in Christ, we must spend time to
listen to each other, to understand one another, to pray
for each other and to offer practical help and advice. If
our churches would develop that kind of "body life" and
mutual concern it would be in itself a mighty witness to
an unbelieving world. Through caring Christians they
would see a caring God.
Again, the Bible doesn't stop there. We can't merely
socialize our problems by loading them on others, any
more than we can merely spiritualize them by putting
them on God. Some people run constantly from one
preacher or counsellor to another because they are
unwilling to face up to their own problem.
Personal Responsibility
That is why the Scripture lays down a third principle:
personal responsibility. "Each man shall bear his own
burden." When Paul says, "Bear one another's burdens"
he uses a word that means the staggering load that is too
heavy for any one person to carry. But here he used a
different word which means "every man shall shoulder
his own pack." In other words, each of us has a personal
share of responsibility that we must not shirk.
Often God allows us to have burdens to exercise our
faith. People who run from problems — who try to fill the
valleys of their lives with drugs, for example — are really
missing a blessing. Faith grows under pressure, in
disappointment, trial and difficulty, far more than when
things are comfortable.
Perhaps you're thinking as you read: it's easy for you
to talk like this; you don't have to carry my burden. And,
of course, you're right. But I know someone who does
understand; His name is Jesus Christ. He knew what it
was to be despised, rejected, deserted by His friends. He
knows how to bear a burden, for He prayed alone in
agony in a garden before they crucified Him. "It was our
grief He bore, our sorrows that weighed Him down. For
He died in our place" (Isa. 53:4). Jesus promises, "Come
unto me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will give
you rest."
Today, trust your burden to the Heavenly Father to
carry. Give to Him your burden of guilt . . . . for His
forgiveness; your burden of worry . . . . for His peace.
And He will sustain you by the power of His Spirit; by
the love of His people; and by the strength you need to
live, one day at a time.
Cast your burden on the Lord and you will find, as a
great Christian once said, that burden will become as
wings to a bird.
Evangelical Visitor

r p H E BIBLE does not separate evangelism and peace,
or the love of God and the love of man. It
distinguishes between them, but it does not divorce them.
Why then are there so few evangelists who are
nonresistant, and so few who are nonresistant identified
as evangelists? Peace with God and peace among men
belong together.
Three major New Testament themes show the
inseparable unity of evangelism and peace. These are the
kingdom, the cross, and the resurrection — integral
aspects of the Gospel.
The Kingdom
Jesus came preaching, "the Kingdom of God is at
hand" (Mark 1:15). It is time for us to restore the
meaning of the term kingdom as Jesus used it. Decades
of dispensationalist interpretation, which many of us
inherit, have distorted the message of the kingdom. The
kingdom which Jesus talked about has been footnoted,
color inked, charted and graphed until many people
wouldn't recognize it' if it was "in their midst" (Luke
17:21).
But the nonresistant evangelical asserts the present
reality of the kingdom of God. Jesus invited men to subject themselves to the sovereignty of God here and now
(Luke 17:21; 12:32, 49-59). This sovereignty includes
political, economic, and social sovereignty as well as
spiritual and psychological sovereignty. Kingdom is a
decidedly political term, and Jesus used it for a purpose.
It forces men to choose whether their highest loyalties
will go to an earthly ruler or a heavenly one. The
nationalistic crowds at the trial of Jesus shouted "We
have no king but Caesar" (John 19:15). But the disciples
of Jesus were under His (Christ's) rule, so Jesus could
say: "My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom
were of this world, my servants would fight, that I might
not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingdom is not
from the world" (John 18:36). Jesus had disarmed His
disciples. They were not permitted to fight in His defense,
because they were in His kingdom. There is no reason to
believe it is any different for us. The kingdom of Jesus is
in the world, though not of it. If we are in His kingdom,
nonresistance follows.
The Cross
The cross is the second great New Testament theme
with meaning for evangelism and peace. The cross is
central in the preaching of salvation. It is the measure
both of man's sin and of God's love (I Peter 3:18). The
cross is the power of God unto salvation.
There is, however, exemplary value in the cross as well
as saving value. The cross shows us not only the way to
life, but also the way o/life. This is the meaning of Jesus'
words, "If any man would come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross and follow me" (Mark
8:34). Some persons hold that the cross as a method of
confronting evil was only for Jesus. They suggest that it
would be presumptuous for us to seek to imitate Jesus in
this. But if Jesus had not meant for us to imitate His
means of confronting evil He would not have told us to
take up our cross. If we will not follow His example in
this we will be guilty of a greater presumption. We will
presume that it is better for us to wage the battle against
sin by means other than the means used by Jesus, as if
our way were better.
The writer is chairman of the Commission on Peace and Social
Concerns and is pastor of the Bellevue Park congregation, Harrisburg,
Pa.
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Jesus explicitly described the style of His own ministry,
culminating in the cross, as the pattern for His followers.
He said, "Whoever would be great among you must be
your servant, and whoever would be first among you
must be slave of all. For the Son of man also came not to
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many" (Mark 10:43-45). The church would experience
tremendous evangelical power if it adopted the cross as
the pattern of its life. Jesus did not come one day with a
Bible and the next with a bomb. Neither should we.
The Resurrection
The resurrection is the third theme underlying
evangelical nonresistance. The resurrection is God's
proof in history that the cross was not a defeat, but a
victory. The resurrection is good news! Jesus Christ is not
dead, He is alive! He has been exalted to the right hand of
God in heaven, where angels, authorities and powers are
subject to Him (Acts 2:24-36; I Peter 3:22). Because God

has made Jesus Christ Lord of all, mankind is called
upon to accept His Lordship. And by the miracle of
God's grace, those who do so experience a new birth.
They join Jesus in resurrection (Rom. 6:4; I Peter 1:3).
When we proclaim the possibility of the new birth, we
need to offer not only joy through forgiveness, but also
godliness through regeneration. If regeneration does not
issue in godliness, it may well be asked whether
regeneration has taken place. Regeneration enables men
for a new ethical possibility, for nonresistance as a way of
life. We who know Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, are
not free to return to the Old Testament to define our
ethical possibility. We have been called to walk in
newness of life.
The world has a right to expect born again people to
have a different style of life. And that difference will show
up most clearly in the Christian's method of confronting
evil. If the Christian moves through the world nonviolently, suffering blows but not inflicting them, he
follows his Master's footsteps (I Peter 2:21). He gives
evidence of being truly born again.
The Brethren in Christ should rejoice that they believe
in the new birth and in the way of peace. There is
integrity in this message. It calls on the Christian to live
the kind of life which presumably should be possible
when a man has been reborn. Paul said of sinners, "Their
feet are swift to shed blood, in their paths are ruin and
misery, and the way of peace they do not know" (Rom.
3:15-17). If the same can be said of Christians, and alas,
too often it can, the message of the evangelist is discredited. But when the reborn demonstrate the way of
peace, the message has integrity.

On the Cross
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Thy cup You would not take
And all the sins I must forgive
Will make My heart to break.
Is this for man's eternal life?
For those who will believe?
Is this because You love the world
That I must pain and grieve?
I did not sin, My heart is pure,
I gave them only love.
I taught Your wisdom and Your truth
That You gave from above.
I healed the sick, I raised the dead,
The blind I gave them sight
And I forgave their every sin
That they might have Your light.
Yet what was given in return
For miracles of love?
Not throne and kingdom, nor sacrifice
Of lamb or even dove.
Not but a cross upon My back
To bare up to this hill
Where spikes were driven through My flesh
To suffer and to kill.
But this is how it had to be
The prophecy is true.
I pray You will forgive them
For they know not what they do.
Now Thy temple walls are falling
I feel the stones give way,
But I know You will rebuild it
On the third and holy day.
Dave White, 1972
The writer is a recent convert to Christ. He with his wife are members
of the Upland congregation.

Flood and Brotherhood
Brotherhood has been defined as the state or quality of
being brothers; an association for any purpose or the
whole body of persons engaged in the same business or
profession. The Brethren in Christ have reflected this
spirit of brotherhood many times and in various ways
throughout the years of her history. The year 1972 has
been no exception. Tropical storm "Agnes" brought the
worst flooding in the history of the United States. In the
eastern states hundreds of thousands of residents fled
their homes as flood waters came to an unprecedented
high. The General Conference of the Brethren in Christ
met the first week of July, just one week after the flood.
Some of our brethren were unable to attend due to the
damages incurred to their personal property.
In session a recommendation was adopted that we put
our "love talk" into action; that each congregation
participate in this action by way of a special love offering
(above budget) for flood relief, and that the Board of
Benevolence be the agent for administering these funds.
The results have been most gratifying. $22,352 have
been received. Canadian exchange will make some
variation in the total. The committee chosen to review
the applications has met and allocations have been made.
Letters of appreciation have been received with warm
thanks to the Church.
We, the Board of Benevolence, wish to speak a special
word of thanks to the Brotherhood for your kind
liberality. We wish to thank the church boards for
processing the applications. We also wish to thank the
pastors and congregations who gave direct aid to
distressed victims. Reports reveal that several thousand
dollars more were distributed in this manner.
We lift our voice in praise to God who has made our
Brotherhood a pleasant reality.
Simon A. Lehman, Jr.
Chairman of the Board of
Benevolence

Letters to the editorI want to express my thanks for your
Mooneyham article. It was appropriate for
us to read especially since we had been
hearing comments like "What Japan needs
is a revival like Indonesia."
Now today the Nov. 25 Visitor came (on
Nov. 24 thanks to those who help send it
airmail) and I read with interest the comments in the letters to the editor. The
problem of discernment is always a
difficult one. We all have had the
experience of witnessing an event with
someone but when they recounted it later
to others it was so different from the way
we saw it. It seems we all see "truth"

differently.
Another human tendency is to be
fascinated with the supernatural and
unusual and we want to hear people speak
of these things. But God works through the
natural as well as the supernatural and we
should be careful not to stress one to the
exclusion of the other. There should be
room for both expressions.
The question remains: how can we know
who is speaking the truth when two
Christians say opposite things? My concern is that we not be influenced by
irrelevant things. I can feel with Lawrence
Yoders about their misgivings when

returning on furlough. Will the speaker
who stresses the supernatural manifestations and speaks of unusual miracles be
considered to have more "faith and
spiritual power" than the speaker who tells
of the miracles of church growth and
increasing monthly offerings? Is there also
a tendency to think of the emotional type
of speaker as more sincere than his low key
counterpart? How does one discover truth
without being influenced by the manner of
presentation or by one's own preconceived
ideas?
We truly need spiritual discernment in
this day. I would be interested in reading
further comments in the letters to the
editor section.
Ruth Zook
Nishiichi, Japan
Evangelical Visitor

Wesleyans Launch 'Preacher's Magazine'
A new monthly periodical titled
Preacher's Magazine is scheduled to
appear in January, 1973, to serve 15,000
ministers
in F o u r
Wesleyan
denominations.
The publication continuing a similar
periodical formerly sponsored by the
Nazarene Publishing House, will go to all
ministers serving in the Church of the
Nazarene, the Brethren in Christ Church,
the Free Methodist Church, and the
Wesleyan Church.
Dr. James McGraw, professor of
preaching at the Nazarene Theological
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo., edits the 36page magazine.
Associate editors are Dr. Donald N.
Bastian, pastor of the Greenville, 111.,
College Free Methodist Church and
associate editor of Light and Life; Dr.
Robert W. Mclntyre, editor of the
Wesleyan Advocate; and Bishop Donald
Shafer, western conference bishop of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
Melodyland Hotline Now
Toil-Free Nationwide
"Melodyland Hotline," sponsored by
the Melodyland Drug Prevention Center
of Anaheim, Calif., receives more than 6,000 calls each month. On January 1, 1973
the calls — from any part of the nation —
will be toll free.
Served by a W.A.T.S. (Wide Area
Telephone Service) line, the national
number 800-854-3234 will put experts in
touch with many in despair over drugs and
seek to help them overcome their
problems.
Jewish Study Finds Few
Converting To Christianity
A survey of 80 major colleges sponsored
by B'nai B'rith tried to lay to rest fears
among Jewish religious leaders that many
in their camp are responding to Christian
missionizing.
The study, which sought to analyze the
"extent and significance" of the Jesus
movement.at colleges with high Jewish
enrollments, discovered that only a
"negligible percentage" of Jews were
responding to the evangelical appeals of
what they termed "fundamentalist
groups."
The study revealed that only 15
campuses reported known Jewish
conversions to Christianity, generally
fewer than five people at each school.
Several institutions reported as many as 25
and 30.
David M. Blumberi, president of B'nai
B'rith, reminded that there is a "reverse
January
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side" to the survey: "The number of nonJewish students adopting Judaism —
without being proselytized, which Judaism
frowns on — may be equal, if not greater."
Baptist Says Christianity
Appeals to Soviet Youth
The popular assumption that
Christianity appeals primarily to older
people in the Soviet Union is evidently
false, according to the Rev. Dr. Roland G.
Metzger, regional representative for
Africa and Europe for the American
Baptist Board of international Ministries.
"I have heard that only older people
went to church," he said, "but in,every
church in the cities I visited there were
young people — younger than 25, and even
children — in some of the services. In one
church, more than half of the congregation were under 25."
Restrictions continue, however. No one
under 18 can become a member of the
church. Therefore, baptized believers in
the statistics represent adults beyond the
age of 18 at least.
'Operation Pinch-Hit' Gives
Christians a Christmas
The Southern California B'nai B'rith
Council and the National Conference of
Christians and Jews, launched "Operation
Pinch-Hit," a joint effort to provide substitute personnel for members of the
Christian faith here.
Jewish friends filled in for Christians in
many commercial and governmental
activities so they could have Christmas
Day off for worship and family gatherings.
The person wishing a substitute dialed
652 J-O-B-S to find a member of the
Jewish community ready and willing to
step in with volunteer help.
Sees the Old China Returning
The Chinese Communist Party leadership has learned that it is easier for
Marxism to be "Sinified" than for Chinese
philosophy to be "Marxified," according
to David Wang.
Writing in Asian Report, published in
Hong Kong by Paul E. Kauffman, Wang
says the "destroy the old and establish
the n e w " slogans of the Cultural
Revolution have been silenced. China's
ancient culture is being revived.
The people welcome this return to
Chinese traditions, he says, adding:
"Marxism must now be bent completely
out of shape to conform to the contours of
C h i n e s e c u l t u r e . . . . F r o m the
viewpoint of a concerned Christian, this
warmer, softer attitude is gladly
welcomed."

He said one Christian family i in
December celebrated C h r i s t m a s ' b y
covering windows with winter underwear
to deaden the noise, climbing into a bed
and covering themselves and their radio
with blankets in order to sing along with
Christmas carols broadcast from Hong
Kong.
A Christian Chinese refugee told Wang
that superstition is still prevalent in China
even after 23 years of atheistic indoctrination of Marxism, Leninism, and
Maoism. Palm reading, fortune telling and
other forms of superstition are extremely
common practices in communes, he said.
Fortune tellers fix dates for weddings,
days for housecleaning, and even for small
details such as what day is best to visit the
barber. "There is a cry for reality and truth
which can only be found in Christ." Wang
stated.
Census Bureau Slashes'Projection
Of U.S. Population by 2000 A.D.
The Census Bureau has issued a
dramatically low set of projections for the
U.S. population in the year 2000 —
between 20 to 71 million lower than
previous estimates.
The new projection sets the estimated
U.S. population in the year 2000 at
between 251 and 300 million. Earlier
estimates ranged from 271 to 322 million.
The current population is 209.3 million.
Census officials and other population
authorities said they believed a period of
slow growth would not be harmful, but
could benefit the health and wealth of the
nation.
They claimed that they foresaw higher
incomes but slower promotions, more
wives at work and fewer people in poverty,
fewer children but more wanted children,
fewer dollars spen on "baby food" but
more for "sailboats or second homes."
Threat of Famine Dims Promise
Of'Green Revolution'
The spectre of famine, considered by
some to have faded in the light of the
heralded "Green Revolution," appeared
once again at year's end, according to the
Population Reference Bureau.
The famine threat underscored the significance of mounting concern over
population growth reported by the Bureau
in its annual survey of developments.
"Developing countries have increased
their food output by only one or two
percent during 1971 and 1972, not enough
to cover increases in population,"
according to A. H. Boerman, director of
the U . N . Food and A g r i c u l t u r e
Organization.
The situation was especially threatening
in India, the Bureau said, where the
promise of the Green Revolution was
reportedly the brightest. Drought in
Maharashtra State, west central India,
severely reduced crops there; lack of rain
has also plagued other large Indian states
for the last two years.
Population Bureau President Michael
Brewer said the explosive population
growth in the underdeveloped world
continues, while slackening off in the
developed world.

Cloaks, Books, and Parchments
William Hoke
A LL OF US need to develop a sense of values in order
•*~*-that we may make right decisions. It is very
distressing to find many people making choices that in
the end are not to their best interests.
I recall a woman coming to our home in great
excitement. She was overjoyed with the fact that they had
just purchased a brand new car. She could hardly believe
that the application for a loan had been approved and the
car was a reality. However, she did not stop to realize
that the monthly payments were higher than they could
afford. After struggling for sometime with the financial
obligations of the deal they had to return the new car,
with considerable loss.
In II Timothy 4:13 we have a verse which helps us to
see Paul's sense of values, which contain a lesson for us.
"When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus
at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments."
At least two concerns are expressed here. The first is a
need for a heavy winter overcoat. As we enter the winter
season on a windy, cloudy day such as this, we can keenly
recognize this request for this physical need. The coat
was probably made of a coarse wool and without sleeves.
It likely had a hole in the middle for the head to pass
through — such as many of the young people are wearing
today — and was used as protection against both cold
and rain. Winter was approaching and Paul needed it to
help keep warm. For this we need no further explanation
— we who are here in Allahabad, where we were told as
newcomers last year was the coldest place in winter and
the hottest place in summer. Winter is fast approaching
here, also, and we are beginning to feel the cold and look
for our warm clothing, much like Paul.
This speaks to us of our material needs. Weidare not
pass them by, and act as if they did not exist, or we will
suffer physically. Those of us who have deep interests in
the work of the Tract and Book Society must keep alert
to providing for physical and financial needs if continued
success is to be realized.
In our sense of values, let us place high on the list
adequate provision for the servants of the Lord, so they
may do their work without the discomfort often inflicted
upon them by our failing to "bring the cloaks."
The second request gives a glimpse into the sense of
value Paul held about literature. He wanted his books
and above all the parchments brought to him. We are not
told the contents of either, but we understand that Paul
felt it was very important for him to have them.
If one assumes that neither the books nor parchments
had anything written on them, we see Paul wanting his
writing materials so that he could put down on them
those things he wanted to pass on to future generations.
Are you writing so that others may be able to read and
be benefited by those rich blessings which God has
This is an address presented before the North India Christian Tract and
Book Society, December 1972. The Hokes are teaching at the
Allahabad Bible Seminary, Allahabad, India.

opened to you as you have studied? Or would you rather
not have the paper and pen? The need of more creative
writing for the cause of Jesus Christ and His Church is
urgent. Can we count on you?
If one assumes that the books and parchments were
precious writings — especially if they were scriptures,
possibly Old Testament writings and maybe an official
collection of the words of Jesus, or perhaps some of
Paul's earlier writings — then we can see how he desired
to have his reading materials for meditation and spiritual
growth. He longed for his books to feed his mind during
those lonely hours of imprisonment.
The lives of men and women have been greatly
challenged by books. Many have been saved from narrow
outlooks and released to real living through the reading
of the Bible and the classics of the faith.
A young man attending Allahabad Bible Seminary this
year found a new life in Jesus Christ through the reading
of a tract. He is a new Christian convert. All the rest of
his family are still Hindu, but his life has been transformed as a result of the written page.
Do we really sense the true value of the printed word?
What would be our requests if we were in prison as was
Paul? If we answer this question honestly, we might be
shocked to discover our true sense of values.
William Tyndale, many years ago, penned a few words
similar to those of Paul. "I entreat your Lordship, and
that by the Lord Jesus, that, if I must remain here for the
winter, you would beg the Commissary to be so kind as
to send me, from the things of mine which he has, a
warmer cap, . . . I feel the cold painfully in my
head . . . . Also a warmer cloak, for the one I have is
very thin . . . . He has a woolen shirt of mine, if he will
send it. But most of all, . . . my Hebrew Bible,
grammar, and vocabulary, that I may spend my time in
that pursuit." God bless those who have really mastered
the original languages and are translating them into new
languages.
My wife was helping a Santal Christian woman to read
Hindi, which was necessary as she was in training to be a
public health nurse in the villages of Bihar. She was
reading from a large print edition of the Gospel. As this
vibrant Christian was reading she abruptly stopped and
exclaimed, "It says the same thing as it says in Santali!"
But what about those people who have the talent and
ability to translate the Word into unwritten languages,
but who are complacently satisfied to enjoy God's Word
in their own language — neglecting their talent for
translation?
The North India Christian Tract and Book Society has
had, and will continue to have, a significant ministry. But
more of us, all over north India, must share in the task of
supplying materials so the Society can produce good
Christian tracts and books.
Let us decide today to have a new commitment to this
phase of literature work, both in production and
distribution — thus helping to free the minds of men for a
truly victorious life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Evangelical Visitor

Bihar News Briefs
Harvey and Erma Sider
(photos by Harvey Sider)

BARJORA TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

Twenty-five years ago, Rev. Allen Buckwalter
supervised the construction of the Barjora Brethren in
Christ Church. He and Mrs. Buckwalter were invited to
come from their present assignment with FEBAI in Delhi
to share as guest speakers and singers for the weekend of
the special anniversary services in November. Rev. Hem
K. Paul was in charge of the event, assisted in the Sunday
Communion Service by Rev. Benjamin Marandi and
Rev. S. N. Roy.
As the Buckwalters were leaving, it was good to hear
them remark how times had changed. True, missionaries
had left Barjora, but the Indian Church remains. While
some things were different, it was good to see the Church
carrying on in its own way.

Rev. Hem K. Paul stands beside Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter at the
25th Anniversary of the Barjora Church. The banner proclaims
"Welcome" in Hindi.
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GUESTS FROM ABROAD
Brethren in Christ missionaries and Indian church
leaders were extremely pleased to entertain Mr. and Mrs.
Eldon Bert, Upland, California, and Mr. and Mrs. Elbert
Frey of Zion, Kansas, during their recent visit to Bihar.
The Bert's have been commissioned by the Board for
Missions to film the Indian Church program as well as
cultural and scenic views. The Freys accompanied them
as tourists. We have appreciated the enthusiasm and
interest of these friends in the Lord's work. Mr. Bert is a
member of the Board for Missions.

Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Bert (right) on a filming venture in India, with
companions Mr. and Mrs. Elbert Frey.

BAHALIA CHURCH

•

The first church built among the Santals was a mud
and thatch building constructed by the leader of the
Christians at Bahalia in 1957. After nearly ten years of
use, the building disintegrated due to climatic conditions.
In 1969, one of the pastoral plots was established here,
with Luke Murmu being in charge. Now there was a
pastor but no church building, so there was a desire to
build. When Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Heise visited India
in 1970, they offered to supply the funds for a church.
Thus in 1972 a small church building seating about 40
people was erected.

The new church building at Bahalia with Jim Cober and pastor Luke
Murmu in the foreground.
to page ten

January 25,1973

9

The Poor Woman and the Rich Volunteer
TT WAS a strange day indeed. The atmosphere was
hard to describe. It was like I was walking on a cloud
and the rest of the people were looking up at me, some
talking and some just staring, some pretending nothing
was new. But I knew they could sense it.
The strange and uncomfortable feeling began when I
entered the Recife (Brazil) bus station to return home to
Amaraji, a village where I served as a Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) volunteer. The procedure, the
location of the booth — everything was familiar to me
because I had bought bus tickets there before. But as I
walked up to the booth a man approached me and asked
if he could assist me in finding the correct booth to buy
my ticket. I told him I knew where it was and thanked
him.
As I approached the ticket booth I saw a woman
waiting to beg for money from the people who bought
tickets. I could tell she was a beggar by the way she was
dressed. She wore an old, torn, green dress and held a
bundled baby. I looked at her baby — and I quickly
looked away. Why? I don't know why. I guess I was
shocked and I almost felt sick. The baby was skin and
bones and his face was so small. His eyes were big and
glassy and I noticed he never once blinked but just stared
into nothingness.
I thought of how this child would be overfed in my
home in Kansas. What a shame this child couldn't receive
the same care and upbringing that I had received. I could
tell that the baby was not newly born. And it would not
have surprised me if he were one or more years old.

I was so deep in thought that I did not notice the
woman touching my arm. Then she spoke, "Give me
some money for my baby's health." I acted scared and I
don't know why. Maybe because I did not know what to
do. I replied, "Not now." I was then paying the cost of
the ticket. I had to break a large bill which meant I would
be getting some change back. All this time she was
watching. I became uneasy and still did not know what to
do.
She then said in a raised voice, "So you don't have
money. Look at all that money. Everybody I ask says
that they have no money." While she was half talking
and half yelling I was trying to interrupt by saying, "I
never said I didn't have money. I never said I didn't have
money." The second time she heard me. She felt sorry
about her sudden outburst, but I was more hurt than she
was because I didn't know what to do in this situation.
I gave her a coin. She then started to sob. In the midst
of her sobbing she was saying that I had a kind heart but
most people had hardly given her anything. I then felt
worse than ever. I gave her another coin and glanced at
the dying child. I couldn't take it. I made a quick step
backwards and walked the other direction before I could
see the mother wipe the tears from her eyes.
There are many Brazilian mothers begging, hoping at
the end of the day they can buy a piece of bread for themselves and their malnourished children.
Oh, God what should I as a Christian do? What would
YOU do?
Rodney Peters, MCC Brazil

BIHAR NEWS BRIEFS
(from page nine)

How did you travel to church last Sunday?
Sunday for the Siders ususally means a trip "by jeep,
ox-cart, boat, or foot to one of fifteen Christian centers
— anywhere from ten to fifty miles out of Banmankhi.
On a recent Sunday, we travelled to Rajdhani, a thirtyfive mile jeep ride, after making stops at Balawa, Purnea,
and Bahalia. A boat ride across the narrow river
climaxed the trip to the village. Arriving at the river, we
called for the boat boy. Over he rowed, complete with
leaking boat.

Before we boarded, he very graciously bailed out the
water, and we gingerly stepped in and sat down. He
pushed off, but water poured in so quickly that the
helper's fingers could not stem the flood! Gratefully we
climbed out on the bank while the leak was stuffed with a
handy rag from the jeep. Next try, and we were off —
except that the lady missionary managed to slip on the
slimy bottom . . . with the expected result. By careful
balancing we managed to reach the other side, had a
warm service, and were ready to return. What a relief
when for this voyage a more "seaworthy" vessel was
procured!

Nearly as much water inside the boat as out!

Erma Sider and son Steven just "boarded," the larger holes plugged up
with rags.

A SUNDAY EXCURSION?
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JOHN WESLEY:
A Man
for Our Times
Howard A. Snyder
"M"OT LONG AGO a package of books for review
-*-^ arrived from my denominational publishing house.
One was by an Anglican, one by a Presbyterian, and one
by a Baptist. Though different in several ways, they all
had one thing in common: they all mentioned John
Wesley.
These references lend support to my observation that
there has been, particularly in recent evangelical books
and magazines, a rediscovery of John Wesley. We are
discovering, I think,- that his remarkable ministry in
eighteenth-century England has much to say to us in the
churches of twentieth-century America.
The Wesleyan revival brought perhaps the most
thoroughgoing transformation of a society by the Gospel
in history. This fact is particularly important for the
Church in our chaotic era, for the Wesleyan Revival
occurred during the period of upheaval that accompanied
the Industrial Revolution in England.
The socio-political effects of the Wesleyan Revival
have often been overdrawn. The thesis that Wesley saved
England from a French-style political revolution is, at
best, highly speculative and ignores important differences
between French and English cultures of the day. Yet it is
true that England improved considerably during the
eighteenth century, and that the Wesleyan Revival was a
major agent of this change.
The rediscovery of John Wesley can hardly be cause
for pride by any present-day denomination. The
Anglicans, by and large, turned their backs on Wesley.
Methodists have to remember that Wesley died an
Anglican and never officially became a "Methodist," nor
wanted Methodism to become a separate church. And
most contemporary groups that consider themselves
Methodist or Wesleyan have fallen into a rigidity and
narrowness that is distinctly non-Wesleyan.
John Wesley is bigger than any one denomination. He
belongs to the whole Christian Church, along with
Augustine, Luther, Calvin, and others. All of us,
"Wesleyans" and "non-Wesleyans" alike, can learn from
his example.
Six elements of Wesley's success impress me as
especially pertinent to our day. Three of these have to do
with Wesley's message and three with his method.
John Wesley's Message
John Wesley had a message to communicate, and its
principal elements were these:
1. Personal salvation through Jesus Christ. Wesley
emphasized the basic biblical teachings of man's sin and
lostness, Christ's sacrifice and resurrection, and the
transformation of the new birth. People listened and
responded, by the thousands.
Wesley's proclamation was clear. Though an Oxford
scholar, he had no patience with high-sounding phrases
The writer is dean of the Free Methodist Theological Seminary in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. He is a graduate of Greenville College and Asbury
Theological Seminary.
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that failed to communicate. It is said that Wesley would
often preach a newly prepared sermon to his maid, a
simple, uneducated girl, and have her stop him whenever
she didn't understand his words. His passion was to communicate with the masses. Preaching at Oxford, however,
he might quote from Latin authors or from the Greek
New Testament.
2. The Spirit-filled life. Wesley continually spoke of
the need for the filling and continuing ministry of the
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, and thousands of
early Methodists found the experience a reality. In nearly
every city he visited, Wesley carefully examined the
members of the Methodist societies as to their Christian
experience. Although he frequently found spiritual
counterfeits, he also found much spiritual reality and
power. The Holy Spirit was at work.
Wesley advocated much more than merely a crisis
experience of the infilling of the Spirit; he stressed the
need for ongoing Christian growth, the edification of the
Church, the forming of the stature of Christ in each
believer.
3. An active and involved social consciousness.
Wesley was supremely an evangelist. And yet a list of his
sermon titles, or of the pamphlets he published, reveals
that his topics included such things as wealth, national
sins, war, education, medical ethics, the Stamp Act,
trade with North America, responsibility to the king,
the liquor industry.
There was no question where Wesley stood on poverty
and riches, sea piracy, smuggling, the slave trade, or
other crucial issues of his day. And he did not think he
was compromising his call as an evangelist when he
preached on these issues on Sunday morning. Like the
Old Testament prophets, he saw that the biblical faith
touches every area of life and makes everyone morally
responsible, from king to coal miner.
Wesley's social concern got results. Why? First,
because he awakened a new moral consciousness in the
nation. Second, because others followed his example.
Third, because his faithful evangelism resulted in
thousands of transformed lives. He instilled in many
converts this same social concern, thus producing a
popular basis for social reform. He proved what church
history from other times and places shows: there is no
combination more potent than biblical evangelism plus
biblical social concern, than Old Testament prophet plus
New Testament evangelist.
Wesley did more than just talk about social reform.
Among other things, he agitated for prison, liquor, and
labor reform; set up loan funds for the poor; campaigned
against the slave trade and smuggling; opened a
dispensary and gave medicines to the poor; worked to
solve unemployment; and personally gave away
considerable sums of money to persons in need.
John Wesley's Method
But his message is only part of the story. Wesley saw
— or rather, learned — that the clearest, most biblical
proclamation of the Gospel often had little effect if it was
locked within the walls (literal or figurative) of the institutional church. Others before and since have preached
as clearly and sincerely, but without half the results.
Why? In part, because their message was encrusted in
rigid, unbiblical ideas about the nature of the Church.
Wesley started out strictly high-church in his
ecclesiology, but God didn't let him stay there. Although
to a considerable degree he was still a high-churchman at
his death, in many ways he had learned to be remarkably
flexible and unconventional.
to page twelve
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JOHN WESLEY
from page eleven

This is shown by three aspects of Wesley's ministry.
/. He did not restrict himself to the institutional
church. John Wesleys' effectiveness dates from the time
he began carrying the Gospel outside the four walls of the
church.
It happened like this: Wesley's friend the evangelist
George Whitefield preached regularly to a large congregation of colliers (coal miners) at Kingswood, near
Bristol. Whitefield's method was "field preaching" —
assembling a large crowd in an open field and there
opening the Word. Wesley frowned on this at first, for he
had been, in his own words, "so tenacious of every point
relating to decency and order that I should have thought
the saving of souls a sin if it had not been done in church"
{Journal, Epworth, II, 167).
Whitefield requested — practically insisted — that
Wesley take over his congregation so he could return to
America. Wesley did not want to accept, but after seeing
Whitefield's ministry he felt the call was from God. Says
Wesley, "At four in the afternoon, I submitted to be
more vile, and proclaimed in the highways the glad
tidings of salvation, speaking from an eminence in a
ground adjoining to the city, to about three thousand
people" (ibid., p. 172).
The crowds grew. Soon there were congregations in
other places, and within a few years throughout England,
Scotland, and Ireland. Wesley had discovered that when
people do not come to the church, it's time for the church
to go to the people.
Wesley, his brother Charles, and Whitefield did not
win ecclesiastical praise for their efforts. As Bishop
Leslie R. Marston notes, "These three men were called
mad enthusiasts because they would free the gospel from
the confining gothic arches of established religion and
release it to the masses in street and field, to the sick and
unclean in hovel and gutter, to the wretched and condemned in Bedlam and prison" (From Age to Age a Living Witness, p. 66).
Wesley was a devout churchman. He had no intention
of founding a new dissenting group; he urged his hearers
and new converts to attend the regular Anglican services.
He never preached in field or marketplace during times
of stated worship services. But he was also a realist. He
saw that many simply would not attend the traditional
church services, and that those who did failed to receive
all the spiritual help they needed. And this leads to the
second aspect of Wesley's method.
2. He created new and workable structures for
"koinonia." One of the first things Wesley did with his
converts was to divide them into groups of a dozen, each
group with its own leader. These were the famous
Wesleyan "class meetings." Wesley soon discovered the
spiritual dynamic of this small group structure. He said
in 1742:
I appointed several earnest and sensible men to meet me, to whom I
showed the great difficulty I had long found of knowing the people who
desired to be under my care. After much discourse, they all agreed
there could be no better way to come to a sure, thorough knowledge of
each person than to divide them into classes, like those at Bristol, under
the inspection of those in whom I could most confide. This was the
origin of our classes in London, for which I can never sufficiently praise
God, the unspeakable usefulness of the institution having ever since
been more and more manifest [quoted by John Stott in One People,
p. 72],

What was the result? Wesley later wrote,
Many now happily experienced that Christian fellowship of which they
had not so much of an idea before. They began to "bear one another's
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burdens" and naturally to "care for each other" ["Plain Account of the
People Called Methodists," Works, Zondervan Edition, VIII, 254].

Wesley introduced other new ideas of church practice
also, such as lay ministers and simple, unpretentious
"preaching houses." He felt free to make such
innovations because he conceived of Methodism, not as a
new denomination, but merely as a "society" within the
Anglican church.
Wesley's efforts along this line say much to the
churches of today, many of which are trapped in rigid institutional patterns. Few of today's traditional churches
really experience that "fellowship of the Holy Spirit" of
which the New Testament speaks. The same was true of
eighteenth-century Anglicanism, and Wesley did something about it.
3. He preached the Gospel to the poor. One of the
crucial signs of the Kingdom is to whom the Gospel is
being ministered. John Wesley, like Jesus, preached to
the poor. He sought out those whom no one else was
seeking.
Reading his Journal, one is impressed with how many
times Wesley preached early in the morning, at five
o'clock, or in the marketplace at ten. Why was he so
often preaching at five A.M.? Certainly not for his
convenience, but for the convenience of the men and
women who went to work in mine or factory at daybreak. Wesley assembled the colliers in the fields before
they started work, or the crowds in the marketplace at
midday. His passion was to preach the Gospel to the
poor, and among them he had his greatest response.
John Wesley had a message, and he didn't muffle it
behind stained glass. He went outside the church,
preaching the Gospel to the poor. He refused to allow
newborn babes to die of spiritual malnutrition, but
provided spiritual homes and foster parents for them. He
created new church forms — new wineskins — for those
who responded. He matched a biblical message with
methods in harmony with a biblical ecclesiology.
John Wesley's Secret
How did Wesley "happen" to find this happy marriage
of message and method? We face here, of course, the
mystery of the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit. But we can
see at least some of the ways the Spirit worked in
Wesley's life.
Wesley was not primarily a theologian, though he was
theologically competent. He "theologized" sufficiently to
find biblical answers to the basic questions of Christian
experience and to confront social issues with biblical
revelation. But he never worked out a consistent theological system. His theology was a mixture of highchurch traditionalism, believer's church pietism, and
evangelistic pragmatism. On some questions, such as
infant baptism, he never developed a firm position but
held seemingly contradictory opinions.
There is not even unanimous agreement about whether
Wesley was at heart an Arminian or a Calvinist! While
he has generally been considered an Arminian, he was
careful not to fall into antinomianism, and some have
argued that his theology was basically Calvinistic.
So John Wesley's secret was not essentially
theological. Bui it was essentially biblical. Wesley, the
scholar, the author and editor of many books, was a man
of one book — the Bible. He accepted it implicitly and
practiced it resolutely. This was his secret: the Word of
God.
to page fourteen
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Youth
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The Board of Christian Education announces its first
Creative Arts Contest for youth. Here is an opportunity to put all of those creative energies to good
use. You don't have to be an accomplished artist to
enter. Try your hand at creating your work of art. You
can use any subject for your masterpiece. You might
want to submit a project you did for school. Follow
the guidelines for the contest and get your entries in
before April 30, 1973. We hope you have fun!

prizes

Messiah College will give a $50 scholarship to the
first place winner in each of the four categories.
Runners-up will receive honorable mention.

categories
1. Short Story or Essay (up to 1,500
words).
2. Photography (black and white).
3. Poetry (up to 50 lines).
4. Art forms (painting, sculpture, cartoons, or any other medium).

guidelines
1. Anyone between the ages of 13 and 19 on April
30,1973 is eligible to enter.
2. Submit as many entries as you wish.
3. Entries must be post-marked no later than April
30, 1973.
4. Submit each entry with a separate entry blank.
5. Winning entries will be printed in the Youth Page
of the Evangelical Visitor.
6. The Youth Page reserves the right to reject any or
all entries.
7. All entries become the property of the Youth
Page. Entries will be returned only if you enclose
a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
8. Mail entries to:
Creative Arts Contest
Box 127
Nappanee, Ind. 46550

entry blank
Evangelical Visitor—Youth Page Arts Contest
Name
Address

Congregation
Title of Entry
Category
January 25,1973

Age

JOHN WESLEY
from page twelve
Wesley held the common-sense view that if the Bible
was true, it would show itself true in human experience.
So his points of reference were first the Bible and
secondly experience — not church tradition, contemporary philosophy, or the opinions of others. What was said
in the Bible and proved true in human experience was
true, regardless of what others thought.
Wesley had his faults. He was something of an antiCatholic bigot (although his personal relations with
individual Catholics were above reproach). Some will
choke on the fact that he was a pro-monarchy political
conservative with little patience for upstart American
revolutionary radicals.
He also had other things going for him than what we
have mentioned here. He was a gifted administrator and
chooser of men (even though some of the leaders he chose

Church News
MCC

MCC Plans Post
Vietnam Truce Relief
William T. Snyder, executive secretary
of MCC, writes that numerous people have
inquired about the planning for Mennonite
Central Committee services in Vietnam
following the truce now being negotiated.
The United States has announced its
intention to begin a rebuilding program
after a truce is negotiated. The most recent
information from Washington indicates no
concrete plans for refugee relief until after
a truce. In the meantime, Vietnam
C h r i s t i a n S e r v i c e and M C C are
responding to the needs of many refugees.
MCC is keeping its operation fairly lean
in terms of number of personnel, at least
for the next several months, hoping to
increase personnel if possible under
whatever truce arrangement comes. From
a maximum of 42 people under MCC
appointment in Vietnam in 1967, the total
personnel today is 8.
It is difficult to see at this time how any
truce can prevail for long if the basic
understanding is that the territory each
government controls at the time of the
truce is its boundary. Vietnam has not
been a war of "fronts" but a fluid situation
in which battle lines are nowhere and yet
everywhere.
Although the number of United States
military personnel in the war has been
decreasing, the number of Vietnamese
civilians admitted to hospitals has
increased. The Vietnamese people now
bear the weight of the casualties. There
will be tremendous need for all kinds of
medical assistance following the truce,
especially in the production of artificial
limbs and other prosthetic devices.
As 1972 draws to a close, MCC's
emphasis will be on flexibility and on
maintaining a Christian sensitivity for
relieving and rehabilitating war victims
and helping build foundations for peace in
Southeast Asia.
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later betrayed him). His editing, condensing, and
publishing of books — a complete library from history to
medicine — was a ministry in itself. And he received immeasurable help from his brother Charles, who wrote
hundreds of hymns that were sung to popular tunes of the
day. (The early Methodists had an intelligible faith partly
because they memorized much of it in the hymns of
Charles Wesley.)
John Wesley was born June 17, 1703; was converted in
Aldersgate Street on May 24, 1738; and died on March 2,
1791. Because he was biblical, because he walked where
Christ walked, John Wesley was a man for our times.
Reprinted from Christianity Today, Copyright 1972. Used by
permission.

Drought in Bihar
India has suffered this year both from
excessive floods and from extreme
drought. The drought that now grips most
of India has severely affected the
Telengana area of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
and West Bengal. Many Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ churches are in these
areas.
Neil Janzen, MCC director in India,
reports losses of 50 to 100 percent of
normal rice crops. As winter approaches
and last year's rice is exhausted, thousands
of families in these areas face starvation.
MCC has moved quickly to help out in
this situation by designating $30,000 for
food-for-work programs. Until food can
be shipped in, however, cash is being paid
for work. Fifteen projects including
building small earthen dams to reserve
water for the dry season, raising pigs, and
digging wells, are now in process under the
direction of J. R. Isaacs. These programs
are designed to benefit immediately as
many people as possible and also to have
future food-production value.

Missions
A re-organization plan for the African
Church passed its first reading at the
December 9-16 General Conference at
Choma Secondary School. When finally
adopted, the proposal will create two administratively-separate Brethren in Christ
Churches — one in Rhodesia and one in
Zambia. Contributing to the change is the
400 miles which intervene between the two
groups, the difficulties in crossing the
Zambian/Rhodesian border for frequent
administrative meetings, and the fact that
the two churches are of different tribal and
language groups.
H. Frank Kipe was re-elected for
another term as Bishop for Zambia at the
December General Conference in Africa.
The Kipe family began their furlough
shortly after Conference, arriving in the
States January 18.

Mike Frey, of the Zion (Kansas)
congregation, will be the first VSer in the
new project at Labish Village when he
arrives at Salem, Oregon, early in
February.

Conference News
ALLEGHENY
The W M P C of the Montgomery
congregation held a covered dish supper
for Earl and Lois Hess on Wednesday,
Dec. 27. The Hesses left for Rhodesia,
Africa, where they will be administrator
and nurse at Mtshabezi Mission Hospital.
A commissioning service was conducted by
Rev. J. Earl Musser, director of Missions,
on Sunday, Dec. 31, for the Hesses. The
pastor at Montgomery is Rev. Paul Z.
Hess.
The congregation of Pleasant View
evidenced their appreciation for their new
pastor, Rev. Harold Bowers, by presenting
a large Harvest Praise food offering and
also a money tree to him and his family.
The congregation recently had Rev. Ray
Brubaker, commentater of "God's News
Behind the News," as guest minister. The
Coral Ridge film, "Like a Mighty Army"
was featured on Jan. 14.

ATLANTIC
During the month of December the
Junior Department of the Elizabethtown
congregation chose as a project the providing of inspirational reading material
for the Aztec Indians in Mexico. Each
child decorated a bank in class and took it
home where they collected money from
their allowance, parents or friends. Rev.
Glenn Ginder is the pastor.
The adult Sunday school class of the
Llewellyn Church presented Christmas
baskets to 24 widows in the small village of
Evangelical

Visitor

Llewellyn on Dec. 11. The pastor is Rev.
Larry Steffee.
Rev. Earl Herr, pastor of the Maytown
congregation visited the Holy Lands
during the month of December. While the
pastor was away, the deacons took the
leadership responsibility for prayer
meetings on Dec. 20 and 27. Rev.
Frederick Frey delivered the message on
Sunday, Dec. 24.

CANADIAN
The Boyle congregation held revival
services on Dec. 3-10 with Rev. Harvey
Stickley, pastor of the Rosebank congregation as evangelist. On Sat., Dec. 9, the
congregation held the Lovefeast and communion services with Rev. Stickley and
Rev. Douglas Sider as guest speakers.
Rev. Edward Gilmore is the pastor at
Boyle.
A card shower was given by the church
to Mrs. Margaret Nicks who was 91 years

old on December 10. Until recently she
was a regular attendant at the Bertie
Church where she is a member.

MIDWEST
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Eyster, married 60
years on September 25, observed the

PACIFIC
A Jesus Birthday Party was held on Dec.
3 by the Moreno Church. The congregation
brought gifts for the Indian children of the
Navajo Mission in New Mexico. The
pastor at Moreno is Rev. Cletus Naylor.

BIRTHS
Gall: Christina Marie, born Jan. 16 to
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Gall, Shenks
congregation, Pa.
Hawkins: Wendy Ruth, born Oct. 20 to
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Hawkins, Bertie
congregation, Ont.
Heffley: Scott Larue, born Dec. 25 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Heffley, Manor
congregation.
Hostetler: Michael Adam, born Dec. 1
to Mr. and Mrs. Lou Hostetler, Sippo
congregation, Ohio.
Hummer: Renee Lynn, born Dec. 27 to
M r . and M r s . T h o m a s H u m m e r ,
Maytown congregation, Pa.
McNiven: Michelle Elizabeth,, born
Aug. 4 to Mr. and Mrs. Donald McNiven,
Boyle congregation, Ont.
Murphy: Angela Kristen, born Nov. 1 to
Mr. and Mrs. James Murphy, formerly of
the Cincinnati Mission, Ohio.
Nagy: Matthew, born Dec. 8 to Mr. and
Mrs. Alan Nagy, Welland congregation,
Ont.
Rinehart: Michael Calvin, born Dec. 7
to Mr. and Mrs. Merl R i n e h a r t ,
Paramount congregation, Md.
Rittenhouse: Patricia Jill, born Dec. 17
to Mr. and Mrs. Herb Rittenhouse,
Souderton congregation, Pa.
Taylor: Mark Alan, born Dec. 23 to Mr.
and Mrs. Paul Taylor, Waynesboro
congregation, Pa.

WEDDINGS
Manson-Rumble: Jane Ellen, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Rumble, and
Michael Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Carl Manson, both of Covington, Ohio,
Dec. 25 in the Pleasant Hill Church with
Rev. Glenn Hensel officiating.
Mummau-Rohrer: Sheryl Jo Anne,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Rohrer,
East Petersburg, Pa., and Lawrence, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Owen Mummau, Mount
Joy, Dec. 30 in the East Petersburg
Mennonite Church with Bishop Raymond
Charles and Rev. Earl Martin officiating.

anniversary on October 1 with an open
house hosted by their children.
T h e y o u t h g r o u p of B e t h a n y
congregation, accompanied by their pastor
and wife, Rev. and Mrs. Henry Landis,
recently traveled to visit Leroy Eberlys and
Carlos Cruz in Padillo, Mexico.
January

25,1973

Shafer-Pons: Patricia E. Pons, foster
daughter of Mrs. Madeline Bailey, and D.
Bernard Shafer, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Burton Shafer, Nov. 26 in the Paramount
Church with Rev. J. Ralph Wenger
officiating.

OBITUARIES
Cochran: Sarah E. Cochran, born Aug.
8, 1892, died Dec. 25, 1972. She is survived

by four children: Milton B., Lynwpod,
Wilton H., and Mrs. Violet Clapper. She
was a member of the Woodbury Brethren
in Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the S. Gerald Weaver Funeral
Home, Woodbury, Pa., with Rev. Harry
L. Ritchey, Rev. John L. Rosenberry and
Rev. Thomas A. Bouch officiating.
Interment was in the Carson Valley
Cemetery, Duncansville.
Harr: John W. Harr, born Aug. 1, 1902,
in Adams County, Pa., died Dec. 21, 1972,
in the Hanover General Hospital,
Hanover, Pa. He was the son of Robert
and Susan Stokes Harr. Surviving are his
wife, Mrs. Lottie Slusser Harr; two sons:
Ralph L., and Luther L.; five daughters:
Mrs. Irene Reed, Mrs. Janet Gruver, Mrs.
Mildred Trimmer, Mrs. Delores Fink, and
Mrs. Shirley Weikart. Also surviving are
two brothers; 19 grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren. He was a member of
the Morning Hour Chapel Brethren in
Christ Church and had a perfect Sunday
school record for twenty years. The funeral
service was held in the Pittenturf Funeral
Home, York Springs, Pa., with Rev. Roy
J. Musser and Rev. Harry B. Nell
officiating. Interment was in the Oak Lawn
Memorial Gardens, Gettysburg, Pa.
Perkins: Harry F. Perkins, born April 2,
1884, died Dec. 11, 1972, in the Adair
County Hospital, Columbia, Ky. He is
survived by his wife, Mrs. Martha Perkins.
Also surviving are a son, Warren; a
daughter, Anna Mae Holt; and four
grandchildren. The funeral service was
held in the Grissom-Maupin-Heskamp
Funeral Home, Columbia, Ky., with Rev.
Wilbur W. Benner and Rev. Norman
O'Neal officiating. Interment was in the
Hovious Ridge Cemetery.
Thuma: Mrs. Fanny Etter Thuma, born
Oct. 1, 1880, in Darke Co., Ohio, died
Dec. 18, 1972, in Troy, Ohio. On March 1,
1902, she was married to B. F. Thuma who
predeceased her on July 19, 1961. She is
survived by three sons: Benjamin, Daniel,
and A Ivan; five daughters: Elizabeth,
Mary Herr, Esther Mann, Fannie Naomi
Kirkham, and Anna Jean Eyster. Also
surviving are 21 grandchildren, 18 greatgrandchildren, one brother, and a sister.
Three children: Ruth Cassel, Leah, and
David preceded her in death. Mrs. Thuma
was converted in early married life and
was a member of the Old Order River
Brethren Church. The funeral service
was held in the Pleasant Hill Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. E. J. Rohrer,
Rev. Glenn Hensel, and Rev. John
Strickler, Jr., officiating. Interment was
in Highland Church Cemetery.
Winger: Earl Winger, Stevensville,
Ont., born March 22, 1923, died Dec. 10,
1972, in the Fort Erie Hospital. He was the
son of Benjamin and Jessie Winger.
Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Olive Winger;
his mother, Mrs. Jesse Winger; two
brothers; and three sisters. The funeral
service was held in the Bertie Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner and Rev. William Charlton
officiating. Interment was in the Bertie
Cemetery.
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Between Brethren
A Goodly Heritage
"The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places, yea, I
have a goodly heritage" (Ps. 16:6). This is a priceless
bestowment through the providence of a loving God. It
was my lot to be born into a godly home of three brothers
and five sisters. My father, Solomon Lauver, was
ordained to the ministry in 1894, two years before I was
born. The family altar is among the first of my recollections. What a legacy! Esau despised his birthright.
What a tragedy! A word to the young people: Appreciate
your goodly heritage. It can't be bought with money.
I was saved in February 1915 in my late teens along
with two of my sisters. I was the only young man to unite
with the church at that time but the older brethren gave
me a very warm welcome. After I was saved the Bible
became my companion. I carried my New Testament
with me even when in the threshing gang. In later years a
man was saved that had made a joke at my expense while
I was reading during an interval. Again to the young may
I appeal to you, read your Bible. Believe and obey it.
One of my strong evidences of being saved was I John
3:14: "We know that we have passed from death unto
life because we love the brethren." If we love the
brethren they will love us in return. There is no generation gap in such a combination.
Our heritage reaches farther back than parental
heritage. I'm thinking of our early church leaders, some
of whom it was my privilege to meet and appreciate, e.g.,
J. R. Zook; the Engles, Jacob N., Eli M., and M. G.; L.
Shoaits; and others, such as Jacob Martin, could be
named. By their loyalty they bequeathed to us a rich
heritage. The challenge comes to us and to all succeeding

generations to carry forward the banner. Much is said in
the Bible in regards to telling it to the following
generations.
We have until this point been considering the past. Lest
we be misunderstood we quote Eccl. 7:10, in essence,
"Do not say the former days were better than these, for
thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this." It is quite
evident that no past generation was perfect or ideal. It
was only those who had seen the glory and grandeur of
the first temple that wept when the second was built.
Those of us who recall bygone days have somewhat similar feelings. Progress is inevitable, the very fact of life
proves this point. If there is no growth, deterioration and
death are the results. But may we bear in mind that basic
principles remain forever unchanged. Some man-made
practices and methods may need to be modified. But
change for the sake of change alone may be worthless.
We have one very striking example of a new way for
moving the Ark of the Covenant which was to be carried
by two men. It was decided to convey it on a cart driven
by oxen. The result was disaster.
We believe the Brethren in Christ teaching was
founded on the Word of God. It has stood the test. It has
been proven. As to faith and Bible doctrine we remain
firm but as a reminder regarding our departure from
simplicity and modesty in our decorum, we need to
sound the alarm.
Brethren, the time is short. What we want to do we
must do quickly. Time is running out. The "old ship
Zion" will soon make her last trip. May we all be safe
on board. Our Captain will land it safely in the harbor.
Harvey S. Lauver
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